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SUPERvision Spotlight:  The Child Care Provider’s Almanac
The SUPERvision Series is a training module consisting of guides on topic areas vital to the safety and quality of child care.  These modules are a proactive effort by the North Carolina Division of Child Development to reduce the occurrence of child abuse and neglect in regulated child care facilities.  The latest training module in the SUPERvision Series entitled, “The Child Care Provider’s Almanac,” will be ready to use soon!  We’ll let you know when it’s ready. 
The Licensing Enforcement Unit of the North Carolina Division of Child Development reports that many of the allegations of child abuse or neglect submitted to our agency involve some type of inappropriate discipline or corporal punishment.  These incidents occur because providers do not know how to handle incidents of misbehavior and resort to physical abuse to control their classrooms.  
 “The Child Care Provider’s Almanac” is a training module that addresses this issue by introducing the caregiver to the different aspects of positive guidance.  Positive guidance is a broad and complex topic.  It is more than simply following procedures.  It requires caregivers to examine their attitudes and responses to challenging behaviors. 

Positive guidance teaches children how to control their emotions and how to act appropriately both in the classroom and in the community.  Positive guidance is not something that just happens.  It is not just handling misbehaviors as they occur.  The guidance process is a plan of how to interact with children. 

Positive guidance is a little like gardening.  Children and gardens both need time, caring workers, and nurturance to develop successfully. 

The Child Care Provider’s Almanac has been divided into 5 sections:  Style, Environment, Emotional-Social Needs, Developmentally Appropriate Practices, and Societal Influences.  Each of these sections discusses a crucial element of positive guidance.  Together they represent the SEEDS to positive guidance or the big picture of what positive guidance is and how it can be used in the child care setting.  
· Style:  Child care providers will recognize that their individual temperament and feelings about challenging behavior can affect their efforts to practice positive guidance.  Child care providers will learn to identify their personality type and understand that they set the tone of the classroom.  They will also recognize the “triggers” that make them angry, and develop self-management plans to handle their emotions in an appropriate manner. 
· Environment:  Child care providers will learn how to implement changes in the environment that will prevent misbehavior in the classroom.  They will examine their daily schedules, mealtimes, naptimes, transition, materials, and activities.  Child care providers will use this information to develop plans to reduce the likelihood of misbehavior in the classroom. 

Continued on page 2
Local Subsidy News

CCN Subsidy Program:  Annual Mandatory Provider Meetings

Many have been anticipating, and now it is almost time for, the Annual Provider Meetings.  This year the meetings will be conveniently held in two different locations at two different times.  Our first meeting will be held on October 25th at Love’s Creek Baptist Church in Siler City at 7:00pm.  The next meeting will be held on October 26th at Pittsboro Presbyterian Church at 2:00.   

Attending the Annual Provider Meetings has several great benefits for the providers for Chatham County children.  This is the chance for the providers to review and become more familiar with current child care subsidy policies and changes made to policies during the year.  Providers will also have a chance to participate in a Q&A session that will allow the Subsidy Team of Child Care Networks, Inc. to answer specific questions that providers have about Child Care Subsidy in North Carolina and/or Chatham County.

All providers are strongly encouraged to attend.  Please put these dates on your calendars now, and watch for more information as the dates get closer.  

- Tiffany Taylor
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               For Your Information

Child Care Networks Resource Library

Feature of the Month

SPECIAL NEEDS ACTIVITY KIT
This kit contains many visual aids for each child to hold such as wheel chairs, special tools and special needs people.  It will encourage the children to ask questions and understand that it’s alright to be different.  Bring the children into the activity by asking them if they know someone, a family member or a friend who is different.  The children will learn to feel comfortable around other children that are special or somewhat different. 
Our Resource Library is available to Chatham County child care providers.  To check out items, call Brenda Foxx at 542-6644 extension 16 or Marilyn Grubbs at extension 21.  We may be able to deliver items if you have trouble coming to pick them up.  Items in the Resource Library were purchased with funding from the Chatham County Partnership for Children. 



Continued from page 1: 
· Emotional-Social Development:  Child care providers will understand the important role emotional/social development plays in their ability to practice guidance.  They will learn how to implement strategies to help children make friends, maintain positive relationships, learn problem solving strategies, learn their feelings, and manage their emotions in an acceptable manner. 

· Developmentally Appropriate Guidance Practice:  Child care providers will learn age appropriate positive guidance strategies and how to implement them for their unique group of children. 

· Societal Influences:  Child care providers will learn strategies to help children cope with stresses of living in a modern day society.  Providers will learn that misbehavior is a natural response for children who may be experiencing stress in their lives. 
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Emergency Preparedness and Response for Child Care Training


Presenters:  Brenda Foxx, Provider Service Specialist, CCN


	     Edna Williams, Child Care Hlth Consultant for Health Dept


For child care homes:


Date:		September 24th 


Location: 		Family Resource Center; Siler City 


Time:		10 am – 2:30 pm 


For child care centers and Head Starts:


Date:		October 13th 


Location:		TBA 


Time:		TBA 


Cost:		$5.00	(to cover lunch)


This training will prepare child care providers to make their home or center a safer environment for the children and staff in a variety of emergencies.  The goal of the training is that providers understand the importance and complexity of emergency preparedness and response and have the knowledge, resources, and skills needed to instruct child care staff in the following areas:  Planning, Preparing, Practicing, Responding, and Recovering.  Each participant will receive 4.5 credit hrs for attending the class and an additional 4.5 hrs after completion of the project giving a total of 9 hrs of child care credit.   Call Sue Brooks, 542-6644, ext. 10 to register.





CPR AND FIRST AID


CPR or First Aid classes are taught by Sue Morrow, RN, monthly at Child Care Networks.  Here is the upcoming schedule:


September 6	First Aid	$15


October 4		CPR		$22


November 1	First Aid	$15


December 6	CPR		$22


All classes begin at 6 pm at our office, 117 E. Salisbury St., in Pittsboro.  Call Brenda Foxx to register for classes.  Register early, since classes fill up quickly.








Focus on Child Care Forum


Date:		Monday, September 12, 2005


Time:		6:30 – 8:30 pm


Location:	TBA, Pittsboro


Topic:	The DSS Multiple Response System


For more information, call the Chatham County Partnership for Children at 542-7449, ext. 21.











