
[image: image1.png]F e carsk.

A Child Care Resource and Referral ﬁlgency




[image: image14.wmf]
Chatham Child Care News
Monthly Newsletter  





               July 2002

The Peace Rock Story

This is a story told by Astrid Lindgren, who is the author of Pippi Longstocking books. 

Above all, I believe that there should never be any violence.  In 1978 I received a peace prize in West Germany for my books {Pippi Longstocking}, and I gave an acceptance speech that I called just that:  “Never Violence”.  And in that speech I told a story from my own experience. 

When I was about 20 years old, I met an old pastor’s wife who told me that when she was young and had her first child, she didn’t believe in striking children, although spanking kids with a switch pulled from a tree was standard punishment at the time.  But one day when her son was four or five, he did something that she felt warranted a spanking - the first of his life. 

And she told him that he would have to go outside and find a switch for her to hit him with.  The boy was gone a long time.  And when he came back in, he was crying.

He said to her, “Mama, I couldn’t find a switch, but here’s a rock that you can throw at me.” 

All of a sudden the mother understood how the situation felt from the child’s point of view:  that if my mother wants to hurt me, then it makes no difference what she does it with; she might as well do it with a stone. 

And the mother took the boy onto her lap and they both cried.  Then she laid the rock on a shelf in the kitchen to remind herself forever:  never violence. 

That is something I think everyone should keep in mind.  Because violence begins in the nursery - one can raise children into violence. 
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Programs For Children Exposed to Violence

SAFE START is preparing to start next year with a range of programs for children exposed to violence and their families.

· On site crisis emotional support will be available through a Family Responder housed in the Sheriff’s Dept.

· In-home and individual support services are to be coordinated by Services Coordinator, Lisa Pleasants, and 

· Community based education, outreach and awareness activities will be led by Community Programs Coordinator, Adolfo Aguilar. 

Training will be available for child care professionals this summer.  At the Chatham County Partnership for Children’s Focus on Child Care Conference this month teachers and staff decided to meet a full day on a Saturday; an exact date and location have not yet been determined. 

For details about the training, please call the SAFE START office at 542-7449, ext. 30 and speak to Sharon Hicks. 
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CPSC Announces Recall Round-Up of Deadly Products

WASHINGTON, D.C. – It’s time for spring cleaning, and the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) is urging Americans to join its “recall round-up” of 12 hazardous products still found in millions of homes.  Most of these have been involved in children’s deaths.  The goal of this recall round-up is to convince consumers to throw away, repair, or replace these hazardous products.  Despite recall notices and public warnings, CPSC believes that many products with the potential to seriously injure or kill are still being used by consumers.

“As families do their spring cleaning, we want them to take a fresh look at items in their homes such as appliances, window blinds, older cribs, storage chests, and halogen lamps to make sure the products have not been recalled and don’t present hazards,” said CPSC Acting Chairman Thomas Moore.  “We can get dangerous products off store shelves, but the real challenge is to get them out of families’ homes.”

Consumers are urged to get CPSC’S list of recalls and check for old products that could be hazardous, which have been previously recalled.  You can log onto http://www.cpsc.gov to get automatic announcements of all future CPSC announced recalls. 

Some of the hazardous products that might be in consumers’ homes are:  GE and Hotpoint dishwashers that present a fire hazard (Call GE at 1-800-599-2929). 

Whirlpool (Kenmore) dishwashers that present a fire hazard.  Call (1-800-874-9481) for the free repair. 

Window blind cords with loops that can strangle children (Call the Window Covering Safety Council for free repair kit (1-800-506-4636 or http://www.windowcoverings.org 

Halogen torchiere floor lamps that can cause fires when combustibles such as drapes come too close to the bulb.  These lamps need a wire or glass guard to help reduce the fire risk.  Get free wire guards by sending a postcard to Catalina Lighting Consumer Services, 18191 NW 68th Avenue, Miami, FL 33015. 

Playpens that can collapse and entrap a child in the V-shape folded top rails.  These include “Evenflo”, “Happy Camper,” “Happy Cabana,” and “Kiddie Camper,” Century “Fold-N-Go” Models 10-710 and 10-810; Baby Trend “Home and Roam,” and “Baby Express;” and Kolcraft “Playskool Travel-Lite Model.”  CPSC also issued a safety warning about “All Our Kids” Models 742 and 762 playpens imported by a firm that is out of business.  Cosco Playpens models “Zip n Go,” “Okie Dokie,” and “Carters” manufactured by Cosco and recalled by Dorel Juvenile Group.  Contact Dorel Juvenile Group to get a refund or replacement product at 800-314-9327 or http://www.djgusa.com.

Lane Cedar chests with lids that automatically lock when closed.  Contact the company to get a free replacement lock to prevent entrapment.  Call (888) 856-8748 or go to http://www.newlock.net. 

Old cribs with:  more than 2-3/8 inches between crib slats; corner posts; or cut-outs on the headboard on footboard.  Cribs with missing or broken parts.  Destroy old cribs that do not meet these specifications.

Old chest freezers made between 1945 and 1970 have heavy lids that latch.  Call (800) 267-3138 or go to the following website:

http://aham.org/Freezer_Safety/Freezer_Safety.cfm.

Hairdryers without immersion protection devices to prevent electric shock.  Replace the old hairdryer with a new one with a larger rectangular plug and the mark of a recognized testing laboratory.

Old multi-purpose lighters that are not child-resistant, also known as grill lighters, fireplace lighters, utility lighters, micro-torches, or gas matches.  Throw away the non-child-resistant lighters and replace them with child-resistant multi-purpose lighters. 

Drawstrings around the neck on children’s jackets and sweatshirts can catch and strangle children.  Do not sell them at garage sales or give them to thrift stores. 

CPSC’s toll-free telephone hotline and web site provide information about recalled products and information on what to look for when buying products.  Consumers can reach the hotline at 800-638-2772 or visit the web site at http://www.cpsc.gov.  To get a list of major recalls, consumers should sent a postcard to “Recall List,” CPSC, Washington, D.C.  20207
Subsidy News

New Subsidy Allocation

Why Subsidized Child Care Services are Important

Using a combination of state and federal funds, North Carolina provides subsidized child care services to a large number of eligible families.  Based on parental choice, child care is provided in child care arrangements which have been approved to receive child care subsidies.  Recent studies that followed children from preschool years to adulthood have found that

high quality child care significantly improved the scholastic success and educational attainments of children of low wealth families.  For many working families, subsidized child care services provide the additional financial support they need and therefore, serves as a welfare prevention service.

The provision of subsidized child care services is critical for families who are experiencing a crisis or need the intervention offered through child protective services.  Parents who are coping with an illness or a problem that interferes with their ability to be an effective parent often need the support offered for their children in a child care arrangement.  The provision of child care services in these instances offers stability and

educational opportunities for the children and serves as a means of keeping families together in times of crisis.

There are several goals set for families who use subsidized child care services.  The goals are to:

1.  Enable parents to maintain or seek employment in order to support their family and achieve economic independence.

2.  Provide child care to children receiving protective services.

3.  Enable parents to participate in job training or educational programs that will lead to their employment.

4.  Provide child care to children in need of early intervention to enhance their development.

5.  Facilitate the reunification of families, aid families in crisis, and prevent foster care.

Janice Hanner

CHILD CARE NETWORKS RESOURCE LIBRARY

FEATURE OF THE MONTH
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This month's feature:

JUST THE THING FOR A HOT, HOT SUMMER!

Aquaplay Water Play

Enjoy our Aquaplay Water Play box.  It has a small power station, removeable water wheels and an unsinkable boat with slanted deck.  It has easy to connect water proof sealing strips.  Use the water pump to fill the upper harbour, turn the handle and the boat will move along with the water flow. 

This water play box is a great hit for those hot days in the sun.  The children will have an enjoyable time.  Supervision is recommended. 

Our Resource Library is available to Chatham County child care providers. To check out items, call Brenda Foxx at 542-6644, extension 16 or Marilyn Grubbs at extension 21. We may be able to deliver items if you have trouble coming to pick them up.

Items in the Resource Library were purchased with funding from the Chatham County Partnership for Children.
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QUESTIONS FOR INSPECTORS AND CONSULTANTS

Child Care Networks staff members will be meeting with the Division of Child Development consultants and the Chatham County building, fire and environmental health inspectors on July 31.  If you have questions you would like us to ask any of these people, contact Marilyn Grubbs or Brenda Foxx by Friday, July 26.  
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In addition to the training listed here, we have information about workshops in nearby counties sponsored by other agencies.  Call Marilyn Grubbs at 542-6644, extension 21 for this information. 

CPR AND FIRST AID
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CPR or First Aid classes are taught by Sue Morrow, RN, monthly at Child Care Networks. Here is the upcoming schedule:

· July 2

First Aid

$15

· August 6 

CPR


$22*

· September 24
First Aid

$15

· October 1

CPR


$22*

*Classes are $3 each for programs currently on contract to upgrade their quality. Funding for this reduced fee is provided through Chatham County Partnership for Children. 

All classes begin at 6:00 p.m. at our office, 117 E. Salisbury Street in Pittsboro. Call Brenda Foxx to register for classes. Register early, since classes fill up quickly. 
[image: image5.wmf]
MONTHLY PROVIDER MEETINGS

You are invited to meet with other child care providers on the first Monday of each month, to share ideas on activities and discuss whatever is on your mind. The meetings are in Siler City, at the Community Building beside the Paul Braxton gym. For directions or more information, call Sylvia Johnson at 663-2656 or Linda Elkins at 898-4133.
Enrollment and Infant Formula Provision Forms

We have received standardized forms to be used for the contract year 2002-2003.  Enrollment forms must be completed for all children, including infants.  You may not avoid offering CACFP benefits by stating the infant is not “enrolled” in the CACFP Program.  As  long as infants are in your care during the meal service period, you must offer the infant a meal that complies with program requirements.  As with all children in CACFP homes that are participating in the Food Program, an infant’s parent or guardian may decline what is offered and supply the infant’s meal instead. 

If you have questions, please feel free to call me or your food program manager.  We must have enrollment and infant formula provision forms in the office by September 13, 2002. 

In the next few weeks, your food program manager will be monitoring your home and filling out the new contract for 2002-2003.  Please feel free to ask questions and discuss any concerns that you have at that time.  The enrollment form for children 1-12 years is different from the form you have had in the past years.  This is a standardized form, from the state office in Raleigh.  If you are participating in the Food Program, you must use this form.  If you have any questions about the renewal process for contract year 2002-2003, please call me. 

-Pat Alston

CACFP Income Eligibility Application

Chatham, Lee and Orange County Providers

It will soon be time for new eligibility applications from the parents of children attending your child care program.  We will need new applications on all children by July 1, 2002.  Food Program Staff will bring application out to your child care home or mail them to you.  Please give to your parents, and ask them to return the application to Child Care Networks in the envelope provided with attention to Pat Alston.  They also can give the sealed envelope to you and you can send it to Child Care Networks.  All applications must be returned to Child Care Networks’ office in Pittsboro before July 30, 2002.  If you have any questions, please call me at 542-6644, ext 13 or call your food program manager. 

- Pat Alston

The Child and Adult Care Food Program is operated in accordance with the U.S. Department of Agriculture policy. The USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 2050-9410 or call (202) 720-5964.

CHATHAM CHILD CARE NEWS is a resource publication for caregivers, parents, and other persons interested in child care.  It is published monthly by Child Care Networks.  Suggestions, information, and articles are welcomed and printed as space permits. Mail information to:



Marilyn Grubbs, editor



Chatham Child Care News



P.O. Box 1531



Pittsboro, NC 27312

or call (919) 542-6644, extension 21.

Contributors: Pat Alston, Brenda Foxx, Marilyn Grubbs,  and Janice Hanner.

( 2002 Child Care Networks, Inc.

Child Care Networks, Inc. is a non-profit organization.  Donations are tax deductible and gladly accepted.

Child Care Networks, Inc. does not discriminate on the basis of race, ethnicity, age, gender, religion, handicap or national origin.
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Love one Another








� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���








� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���











� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���











[image: image13.wmf]_1085831994

_1085832889

_1051518132.doc
[image: image1.png]Y 2
\ Yy
ited Wa
n
()







_1085831954

