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PROVIDER SERVICES PROJECTS FOR 2003-2004
We’re gearing up to begin Child Care Networks’ provider services projects for this year. We will be doing most of what we did last year, but there are some changes due to Smart Start budget cuts. 

The projects that will continue this year are:

· The Quality Improvement Project: There is some good news about the QI project! This year, the grants are partially funded by United Way, which means part of the money can be used for playground equipment, repairs, or maintenance. There is not enough funding for major playground work, but it will help with small improvements. (Note: We will NOT be doing Playground Safety Assessments separately from Quality Improvements.) 

· The Teacher Training and Support Project: This project gives you bonuses and reimbursements for some of your expenses if you are currently taking Early Childhood classes at a community college or four-year college.
· The Increasing Child Care Supply Project: This project gives information and assistance to people who want to start child care program. There is currently no funding available through this project, but we do have loan information to share.

See the boxes on the next two pages for more information about the above projects.

The things we will NOT be able to do this year are:

· The Mentor Project, which provided experienced child care providers to help other providers with quality improvements and other needs.

· Grants to programs that already have 4 or 5 star licenses. The Division of Child Development has had this restriction for the past two years.

· Grants to programs that have received grants in the past and have not increased their star rating or gotten nationally accredited. This has also been a DCD restriction for the past two years. In addition, we will continue to give priority to programs that have never received grants before.

As usual, we are doing visits, called “Play and Share Visits”, to introduce our projects.  Marilyn or Brenda will come to your program to do an activity and give you a kit of materials related to that activity. Information about these visits will be mailed to you soon.

To schedule your Play and Share Visit, center directors should call Marilyn Grubbs (542-6644, ext. 21), and family child care providers should call Brenda Foxx (542-6644, ext. 16).
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QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

CCN’s provider services staff can help your center or home increase your licensing level (star rating) or achieve national accreditation. You sign a contract making a commitment to work toward one of these goals. In return, we offer:

· Written information to help you with upgrading

· A practice rating using the rating scale that will be used for your program, and recommendations for improving you scores

· Periodic visits and consultations

· Information about training available to meet upgrade requirements

· Access to quality improvement funds

· Help with applying for the rated license or accreditation

When the upgrade is achieved your program will receive a bonus.

Call Marilyn Grubbs (centers) or Brenda Foxx (homes) for more information about upgrading your program.
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TEACHER TRAINING AND 

SUPPORT PROJECT

Through the Teacher Training and Support Project, child care center and family child care staff who are taking Early Childhood courses receive reimbursements for release time and bonuses for course completion. This project is open to those who work with preschool age and/or school age children. You must be enrolled in the T.E.A.C.H.® Early Childhood scholarship program as well, so you receive even more financial benefits.  Call Marilyn Grubbs for more information.
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INCREASING CHILD CARE SUPPLY PROJECT
This project targets people who want to start a licensed child care center or family child care home.

Potential family child care providers are visited by CCN’s provider services staff to share information about state licensing, training, and community services. If you know of unregulated family child care providers or potential providers who are interested in this service, have them call Brenda Foxx.

We can also assist people who are setting up child care centers by giving them technical assistance, doing walk-throughs of buildings, and connecting them with resources. If you know people who are interested in this service, have them call Marilyn Grubbs.
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Subsidy News
It is important to realize that each year a parent must reapply for their childcare subsidy. The application must be done in person at the Child Care Networks office.   Generally we contact the parent at least a month prior to expiration, however it is a good idea for the provider to keep a record of the voucher or action notice when you receive it.  This will give you a good idea when to expect the following years' voucher or action notice.

During the year, letters are sent to the parents on a quarterly basis to give them the opportunity to communicate any changes such as relocation (change in address and or telephone number), change in work hours, change in employment, and martial status, family size, increase/decrease in income or child support. All of these directly affect childcare subsidy.  You may notice that we sometimes send a copy of the quarterly communication letter to you, the provider.  In case you wondered why, it is to notify you that a communication is required by the parent.  In many cases it is your reminder that stimulates the parent to contact Childcare Networks. For this we want to thank you for being a part of the process and for keeping the lines of communication open and productive.

As the provider, it is also very important for you to report any changes affecting subsidy to Child Care Networks as soon as possible. Thank you for your continued cooperation and assistance.

Gina Del Vecchio
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CHILD CARE NETWORKS RESOURCE LIBRARY

FEATURE OF THE MONTH
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This month's feature:

WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE STORYTELLING KIT

Now you can bring Maurice Sendak’s classic story, “Where the Wild Things Are,” to life with the adorable cloth pieces in this storytelling kit!  The kit includes three monsters, one boy in a wolf suit, one bed, one boat, one tree, one crown and one table with dinner for a total of nine manipulatives.  Each piece has a velcro tab on the back, so you can use them on a flannel board, or with our storytelling apron, also in the Resource Library.    

Our Resource Library is available to Chatham County child care providers. To check out items, call Brenda Foxx at 542-6644, extension 16 or Marilyn Grubbs at extension 21. We may be able to deliver items if you have trouble coming to pick them up. Items in the Resource Library were purchased with funding from the Chatham County Partnership for Children. 
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MONTHLY PROVIDER MEETINGS

[image: image29.wmf][image: image30.wmf]The monthly provider meetings are on hold because Sylvia Johnson is currently unable to coordinate them.  If you would like to attend meetings in the future and/or if you have suggested topics for the meetings, call Sylvia at 663-2656.
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In addition to the training listed here, we have information about workshops in nearby counties sponsored by other agencies.  Call Marilyn Grubbs at 542-6644, extension 21 for this information. 

CPR AND FIRST AID
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CPR or First Aid classes are taught by Sue Morrow, RN, monthly at Child Care Networks. Here is the upcoming schedule:

· October 7

CPR


$22

· November 4
First Aid

$15

· December 2
CPR


$22

All classes begin at 6:00 p.m. at our office, 117 E. Salisbury Street in Pittsboro. Call Brenda Foxx to register for classes. Register early, since classes fill up quickly. 
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Pre-School Storytime at McIntyre’s

McIntyre’s Fine Books and Bookends is pleased to announce PRE-SCHOOL STORYTIME every Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.   For more information, call Sarah at (919) 542-3030.

Halloween Recipe

Pumpkin Faces

You’ll need:

English muffins, bread or round crackers, spreadable orange cheese, olives, raisins, celery pieces, etc.  

To Make:  Toast the muffins or cut the bread in the shape of circles.  Let the children spread the cheeses and then make faces with the pieces of food you have made available.  Enjoy for a snack.

Extension:  Make PUMPKIN FACES for lunch by decorating hamburgers with pieces of cheese cut in triangles, quarter moons, and circles. 

FINGERPLAYS

A Witch

If I were a witch,

I’d climb on my broom

And scatter those ghosts

With a zoom, zoom, zoom!!

Mr. Pumpkin

Pumpkin red, pumpkin yellow,

He’s a funny, funny fellow.

He’s a jolly, funny sight,

Sitting on a post at night.

Mr. Jack-O-Lantern

I laugh at my jack-o-lantern,

I think he is funny to see. 

He must be thinking the same thing,

‘Cause he’s laughing at me. 

The Child and Adult Care Food Program is operated in accordance with the U.S. Department of Agriculture policy. The USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 2050-9410 or call (202) 720-5964.

CHATHAM CHILD CARE NEWS is a resource publication for caregivers, parents, and other persons interested in child care.  It is published monthly by Child Care Networks.  Suggestions, information, and articles are welcomed and printed as space permits. Mail information to:



Marilyn Grubbs, editor



Chatham Child Care News



P.O. Box 1531



Pittsboro, NC 27312

or call (919) 542-6644, extension 21.

Production Assistant:  Sue Brooks

Contributors: Gina Del Vecchio Brenda Foxx, Marilyn Grubbs and Rhonda Lee .

( 2002 Child Care Networks, Inc.

Child Care Networks, Inc. is a non-profit organization.  Donations are tax deductible and gladly accepted.

Child Care Networks, Inc. does not discriminate on the basis of race, ethnicity, age, gender, religion, handicap or national origin.
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