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Definition of School Age Children

By Holli Poole, N. C. Division of Child Development

[From a memo written July 22, 2003]

With an increase in programs in public schools that are serving preschool children, there are many questions that have been raised about the licensing requirements that must be met for these children when they attend an after school program.  While some of these children remain at the school site for the afternoon, there are others who are transported to private child care programs for afternoon care.  The Division would like to take this opportunity to clarify the child care licensing rules regarding the definition of school are children. 

According to the North Carolina Child Care Requirements in Rule .0102(23), a school age child is “…..any child who is at least five years old on or before October 16 of the current year and who is attending or has attended a public or private grade school or kindergarten…..”  In order for a child to be classified as a school age child they must meet all parts of the above definition.  Children who do not meet this definition are considered to be a preschool age child for child care licensing purposes.  

The Division encounters the most confusion in enforcing this rule with before/after school programs operated by local public schools.  In many public schools, children who attend a preschool educational program during the school day also participate in the before/after school program.  There is nothing in the child care requirements that would prevent this practice.  However, if these children are being served in the before/after school program, according to the above definition, they are still considered preschool age children and the program must adhere to preschool licensing requirements.  The other scenario that we encounter is when the preschool age children are transported from the public school’s program to a private child care program at the end of the typical school day. While that child is only at the child care center for a few hours at the end of the day, and they may be in a group of children that are called “after school children”, they are still, by definition, preschool children.  Therefore all preschool rules apply such as ratios, activity areas, teacher qualifications, inspections, etc.  In a family child care home, even though the child arrives at the end of the day possibly along with some school age children, that child would be counted in the number of preschool children which are present. 

Some examples of preschool educational programs in public schools include Head Start, Title I, Even Start, Exceptional Children or Preschool Disability Programs and More at Four Programs.  All of these programs, even though they may be operated by the public elementary school, are considered preschool programs for purposes of child care licensing. 

If you have any additional questions regarding this child care rule, or how it will affect a specific program, please do not hesitate to contact your local child care consultant or myself by calling 1-800-859-0829.

You can also call Child Care Networks’ provider services staff members at 542-6644, extension 16 (Brenda Foxx) or extension 21 (Marilyn Grubbs).

Communication with Parents

Reprinted from the August 2003 issue of the North Carolina Child Care Health and Safety Bulletin
In late summer or early fall many children move to a new classroom with an unfamiliar teacher or to a different child care center altogether.  Support from child care providers and parents helps children adapt to their changing environment and spurs growth and development.  Times of transition offer child care providers the opportunity to establish good communication with parents.  Take time to talk with parents during morning drop off or afternoon pick up.  Schedule conferences or open houses and make contact with parents so they feel comfortable asking questions and communicating problems or issues facing their children.  Let parents know what activities children are involved in and share with parents their children’s successes, achievements, and challenges. 

Child care providers benefit by:

· Being informed of issues at home affecting children in their care. 

· Enlisting parental support as children develop new skills. 

· Parents volunteering in the classroom and donating items to the class. 

Parents benefit by:

· Being aware of issues in child care that may affect their child at home. 

· Child receiving support during the day for challenges the child is facing. 

· Providing information on their child and receiving feedback about their child’s development. 

· Volunteering in the classroom and spending time with their child. 

Children benefit by:
· Receiving consistent messages and expectations from both parents and child care providers. 

· Experiencing child care as a responsibility shared by parents and providers. 

For more information about transitions:

www.healthychildcarenc.org
Click on Health Bulletins, then August. 2002. 

Coming Soon….Family Nights at Your Childcare Center

The Chatham County Public Health Department will host Family Nights at local childcare centers beginning this fall.  Family Nights are a time for parents and children to come out and meet others from their community and their childcare center, spend time together, and discuss parenting issues.  Topics for the Family Nights will be suggested by the childcare center based on the interests of parents, and can include child development, positive discipline, communication strategies, and much more.  Dr. Katharine Leslie, a local specialist on parenting and child development, will help lead the discussions.

Participation is free of charge, with refreshments and childcare provided.  Childcare workers can earn Continuing Education Units for participating.  Ask about Family Nights at your child’s center soon!  

For more information, call Shannon Bane Lozinsky at the Health Department at 545-8385.



Subsidy News

Age of Care

A child is eligible for child care subsidy from birth to 12 years of age.  After 12, one of the following must exist for a child to remain in care:

1.
there is a special needs issue;

2.
the child is under court-ordered supervision;

3.
the child is in child protective services or foster care services; 

4.
the child would be in an unsafe situation otherwise. 

It is important to note that in order for children receiving subsidies over the age of 12 to be served in a licensed program, the provider needs to have the age range extended on the license.  

When a child turns five on or before October 16 of that school year, a child becomes eligible for kindergarten services in public school.  At that time, child care services may only be provided during those days and hours that the regular school program is not in operation.  An exception is when a professional has evaluated the child’s readiness for school and determined that the child would benefit from continuing to receive preschool care for an additional year.

-Claudette Womble

CHILD CARE NETWORKS RESOURCE LIBRARY

FEATURE OF THE MONTH
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This month's feature:

SILLY EXPRESSIONS 

It’s fun with grins and frowns as the whole family gets into this nutty game.  Match your face with your game cards for miles of smiles!  We believe that play is a child’s work…children play to learn, to grow and to experience the world around them.  Silly Expressions is made by Discovery Toys. 

Our Resource Library is available to Chatham County child care providers. To check out items, call Brenda Foxx at 542-6644, extension 16 or Marilyn Grubbs at extension 21. We may be able to deliver items if you have trouble coming to pick them up. Items in the Resource Library were purchased with funding from the Chatham County Partnership for Children. 
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MONTHLY PROVIDER MEETINGS

The monthly provider meetings are taking a break for a few months.  Watch this space to find out about the next meeting.  For more information call Sylvia Johnson at 663-2656.  

CPR AND FIRST AID

[image: image4.wmf]
CPR or First Aid classes are taught by Sue Morrow, RN, monthly at Child Care Networks. Here is the upcoming schedule:

· September 2
First Aid

$15

· October 7

CPR


$22

· November 4
First Aid

$15

· December 2
CPR


$22

All classes begin at 6:00 p.m. at our office, 117 E. Salisbury Street in Pittsboro. Call Brenda Foxx to register for classes.  Register early, since classes fill up quickly. 
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In addition to the training listed here, we have information about workshops in nearby counties sponsored by other agencies.  Call Marilyn Grubbs at 542-6644, extension 21 for this information.

Reminder

Food Lion Shop and Share

Each year CCN has to re-enroll in the Food Lion Shop and Share program and the MVP cardholder has to re-enter their information.  When you buy food for your home or center, a portion of your total purchase will be donated to CCN.  Please help us by linking your MVP card and shopping at Food Lion.  Please contact Sue Brooks and give your MVP card information by phone or we can mail the forms to you. 

The Staff of CCN thanks you for helping us to help the children of Chatham County.  
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Chatham and Lee County Providers

Presented by:
Phyllis Smith – Nutritionist 

Chatham County Health Department

Date:

September 13, 2003

Time:

10:00 a.m. – 12 Noon

Place:

Multi Purpose Room 



Central Carolina Community College



Pittsboro, NC  27312

To register:
Call Rhonda Lee  or Pat Alston at 



542-6644, ext. 13

(2 hours training credit)

CACFP Workshop

Orange County Providers
Presented by:
Marianne Nicholson

Date:

September 13, 2003

Time:

10:00 a.m. to 12 Noon

Place:

Chapel Hill Public Library

To register:
Call Marianne Nicholson at 



542-6644, ext. 15

(2 hours training credit)

These will be the last 2 workshops in Chatham and Orange Counties for this fiscal year that will end on September 30, 2003.  

You must attend a workshop by September 30, 2003 to continue on the Child Care Food Program.  If you cannot attend one of these workshops, please call your case manager to discuss your options.  

Have a safe Labor Day 

from the 

Food Program Staff (Pat, Marianne & Rhonda)

The Child and Adult Care Food Program is operated in accordance with the U.S. Department of Agriculture policy. The USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 2050-9410 or call (202) 720-5964.

CHATHAM CHILD CARE NEWS is a resource publication for caregivers, parents, and other persons interested in child care.  It is published monthly by Child Care Networks.  Suggestions, information, and articles are welcomed and printed as space permits. Mail information to:



Marilyn Grubbs, editor



Chatham Child Care News



P.O. Box 1531



Pittsboro, NC 27312

or call (919) 542-6644, extension 21.

Contributors: Pat Alston, Brenda Foxx, Marilyn Grubbs and Claudette Womble.
( 2003 Child Care Networks, Inc.

Child Care Networks, Inc. is a non-profit organization.  Donations are tax deductible and gladly accepted.

Child Care Networks, Inc. does not discriminate on the basis of race, ethnicity, age, gender, religion, handicap or national origin.
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